


Types of medical writings 
 Original research articles. 

 Case reports 

 Case series 

 Letter to editors 

 Editorials  

 Short communications 

 Book reviews 

 View points 

 Clinical images 

 Pictorial CME 

 



The Case Report 
 Definition: description and discussion of a clinical 

case 

 

 “The archetypal medical article” 

 

 Popular with readers 

 

 Perhaps the easiest type of journal article for clinicians 
to write 



Functions 
 Presenting newly found 

 Conditions 

 Manifestations 

 Disease mechanisms 

 Effects of drugs 

 

 Teaching 

 Students 

 Health professionals 



Potential Publication Sites 
 Research-oriented medical journals 

 General medical journals 

 Specialty and subspecialty journals 

 

 Teaching-oriented publications 

 Journals 

 Textbooks  

 

 Journals specializing in case reports 



Examples of Case-Report Journals 
 BMJ Case Reports (http://casereports.bmj.com/) 

  

 Journal of Medical Case Reports 
(http://www.jmedicalcasereports.com/)  

 

 Case Reports in Gastroenterology 
(http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp
?Aktion=JournalHome&ProduktNr=232833)  

 

http://casereports.bmj.com/
http://casereports.bmj.com/
http://www.jmedicalcasereports.com/
http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=JournalHome&ProduktNr=232833
http://content.karger.com/ProdukteDB/produkte.asp?Aktion=JournalHome&ProduktNr=232833


Section Wise Advice 
 Introduction: 

 Provide background to help readers appreciate the case. 

 

 Case description: 

 

 Mainly pertinent positives and negatives. 



Section Wise Advice 
 Discussion/conclusions: 

 Focus on items relating to why the case is being reported. 

 

 Evidence supporting the conclusions . 

 

 Discuss ambiguities and alternative interpretations 

 

 Relate to previously published material. 

 

 Discuss implications for clinical care and, if applicable, for 
research. 



Case Reports: Some Issues 
 Confidentiality of information and photos 

 

 Sensitivity of wording 

 

 Style Points 

 “Case” versus “patient” 

 Drug names (generic or trade) 

 Avoiding excessive capitalization of disease names 



Review Articles 
 Definition: An article summarizing and synthesizing 

the literature on a topic or question 

 

 Popular 

 

 Audiences 

 Physicians and other health professionals 

 Students 

 Researchers 

 

 



Main Types of Review Articles 
 Descriptive 

 Traditional type of review article 

 Summarizes knowledge on various aspects of a topic (a 
disease) 

 Resembles a book chapter 

 Evaluative: (systematic review article) 

 Focuses on a relatively narrow question 

 Follows a specified protocol 

 Structure: similar to IMRAD format 

 



“OPINION PIECES” for journals 
• Some types: 

• Letters to the editor 

• Editorials  

• Book reviews 

• Other 

• Should present well-informed opinion 

 



Letters to the Editor 
 Functions: 

 

 “Post-publication peer review” 

 

• Report briefly on research 

• Other purposes—to make an announcement or share an 

unusual or  humorous observation 

 

 



A Few Pointers 
 If commenting on an article, submit the letter 

promptly. 

 Follow the journal’s instructions, for example 
regarding length. 

 Focus on one point or a very few points. 

 Organize the letter simply. 

 Write clearly and concisely. 

 Avoid sarcasm. 

 



Book Reviews 
• Book review—an article describing and evaluating a book  

• Some functions of book reviews 

• Helping individuals and libraries to identify suitable 

books 

• Acquainting readers with highlights of books that they 

might not read  

• Providing feedback to authors and publishers 



Tips- Writing a book review 
• If you have a conflict of interest, do not review the 

book. 

 

• In general, read the book thoroughly. 

 

• Take notes as you read. 



Questions to consider in a book 
review 
• What is the goal of the book? 

• What does the book consist? 

• What is the background of the author(s)? 

• What are the strengths of the book? 

• What are the limitations? 

• How does the book compare with related books? 

• Who would find the book useful? 

 



Editorials 
 Generally written or invited by one or more of the editors at 

the journal 

 

 Main types 
 Perspective editorial: provides context for an article in 

the same issue  

 

 Persuasive editorial: supports a specific point of view 

 

 Sounding boards:  similar to editorials but initiated by 
readers 

 

 

 

 

 



Essays 
 May address, for example, aspects of being a physician 

 

 Often are narratives 

 

 Some guest-essay sections of journals: 

 “A Piece of My Mind” in JAMA 

 “On Being a Doctor” in Annals of Internal Medicine 



Other Types of Articles That 
Sometimes Appear in Journals 
 

 Medical news articles 

 

 Items to share with the public (for example, JAMA 
patient pages) 

 

 Clinical conference abstracts, special issues (JPMA) 

 



Short communication 
 Brief reports of unusual or preliminary findings 

 

 Very short reports of methodological, technological, or 
experimental advances 

 

 100 word abstract and 750-1000 word manuscript 

 



View point 
 



 
Pictorial CME 
Clinical images 
Medical imagery 



Perspectives 
 

 Forward-looking viewpoints that advocate important 
future directions in a field or application 

  

 Papers that advance a hypothesis or represent an 
opinion relating to a topic of current interest or 
importance 

 

 100 word abstract and 1000-2000 word manuscript 



The Lancet 
 Articles 

 Editorial  

 Comment 

 World report (professional journalists) 

 Perspectives 

 Obituaries 

 Adverse drug reactions 

 Correspondence 

 Hypothesis  

 Clinical pictures 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7c/The-Lancet-2006-03-17-cover.gif


JCPSP 
 Recent Advances 
 New techniques 
 Debates 
 Adverse Drug Reports 
 Current Practices 
 Clinical Practice Article 
 Short Article 
 KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes, Practices) study 
 An Audit Report 
 Evidence Based Report 
 Short Communication  
 Letter to the Editor 



                 THANK YOU 


